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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .  

(Since Joel is on sabbatical, this is from the desk of Elder James Williams.) 

 

As you may or may not know, the walk bridge over the creek to my mother and father’s 

house was recently crushed by a huge oak tree in the yard.  The tree fell during a 

thunderstorm during the night about a month ago. The bridge was the iconic feature of 

this house. It spanned 75 feet from bank to bank, 15 feet over the creek below. It has 

weathered rain, snow, ice, hurricane Camille, and tens of thousands of trips over its span. 

The bridge was the first thing visitors saw, and to get to the front door, you had to cross 

the bridge. 

  

H. C. McKenney, former Bethel member and craftsman, built the bridge in the early 60’s.  

Other than a few repairs, it seemed to be as strong as it ever was.  Sometimes visitors 

would question its safety, but after our assurances, they would cross the bridge, holding 

tightly to the rails. Growing up, my brothers and I would run, ride bikes, motorcycles, 

lawnmowers, three wheelers, whatever would fit across that bridge. You see, we had faith 

in that bridge. I believe, as Christians, you have to have faith. Sometimes challenges in 

our lives makes us question our faith, but we have to keep believing in what we know and 

trust. 

 

Now, back to the bridge.  The oak tree was probably over 150 years old, but hollow as a 

gourd. The bridge timbers, after closer inspection were starting to rot. No one was hurt, 

and we will rebuild the bridge, good as new! 

       - Elder James Williams 

  



The Witness Committee will lead the worship service on Sunday, September 5th. 

During the worship service, members of the Baja mission team will reflect on their work 

in Mexico. Snacks and lemonade will follow in Fellowship Hall where members of the 

congregation may visit with the team and ask questions.  Note: This is not a fundraiser. 

 

While Joel continues his Sabbatical in September, the Worship Committee welcomes 

the following ministers to the pulpit: 

September 12th - Rev. Walton Gordon 

September 19th - Rev. Barton L. Hellmuth 

September 26th - Rev. Kip Caldwell 

 

Elders of the Week - Two elders are contacts for each week during Joel’s sabbatical. 

Please call one of the “elders of the week” listed below for the particular week in 

question if you have any of the following needs: 

 -a death in the family or the church family 

 -a death in the wider community that we need to respond to 

 -a sickness/health problem that you would like prayer for 

 -a surgery that you would like visitation and prayer for 

 -a hospital stay that you would like visitation and prayer for 

 -an emergency you would like prayer for 

 -a need you would like the church to pray for 

 -a need of others that you would like the church to pray for 

 

If you would like or need a visit or think a visit would be appropriate for the 

situation, please indicate that when you talk with the elders. 

 

Elder on Duty 

 

Aug. 26th-Sept. 8th Kathy Swisher  (540) 885-7397 

   Peggy Smith  (540) 886-4653 

Sept. 9th-Sept. 22nd Louise Hoy  (540) 886-3314 

   Don Hall  (540) 886-3280 

Sept. 23rd-Sept.30th James Williams (540) 294-1851 

   Jill Webb  (540) 337-4311 or 

  (540) 332-4196 (work) 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed on 

Monday, September 6th for Labor 

Day. 

 

RALLY DAY will be Sunday, 

September 12th, 2010.  The day will 

kick off with a fabulous fellowship 

breakfast at 9:00 A.M.  Everyone's 

invited!! 



WITNESS COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

The Witness Committee will sponsor a Food Booth at the Meating Place (on 

Middlebrook Road) on Friday, October 29th, and Saturday, October 30th.  We will need 

help in the booth and donations of baked goods and canned relishes or pickles.  If you 

would be willing to help, please call Peggy Smith at (540) 886-4653.  The proceeds from 

the Food Booth will go to the Mission Fund. 

 

The Witness Committee is off to a great start in our ticket sales for the Quilt Raffle.  The 

following helped sell tickets at the Augusta County Fair for the 2010 Civil War Love 

Letter Quilt: Margaret and Billy Wade, Shirley Heizer, Jill Webb, Derek Almarode, 

Kathy Swisher, Evelyn LaPorte, Peggy Smith, Cindy Almarode, Andrew Heizer, Sally 

and Bill Brubeck, Jennifer Whetzel, JoAnna Nichols, Joan McLaughlin, Sarah and Hugh 

Ralston, Susan Smith, Doris True, Barbara Gough and Mo Kyle.  We had a booth in 

Expo Hall and sold 790 tickets for $697.  We also had the Bethel display in the booth to 

show the church that was sponsoring the raffle. Thank you to all the people who helped 

sell tickets for the Quilt Raffle!   

 

Please see Cindy Almarode for Quilt Raffle tickets.  One ticket is a $1 and six tickets are 

$5.  You do not need to be present to win.  The date of the drawing is NOVEMBER 7th.  

More information about the Quilt Raffle Tickets is available on page 6 of this Tower. 

 

If you would like to be a member of the Witness Committee, please see Peggy Smith or 

Kathy Swisher.  We will start planning activities for 2011 in September. 

 

The Witness Committee will be planning another community work project with Greater 

Augusta Rebuilding Together.  David Turner and Kevin Dodson will be leading and this 

project we will be doing during the day or in the evenings, it is the second stage of the 

spring project in Waynesboro.  If you have the time and energy and would like to help 

with this project, please see Peggy Smith. 

 

We would like to thank everyone 

for the overwhelming support of 

the mission projects that were 

supported by the congregation and 

the community.  God has blessed 

Bethel with a very generous and 

caring congregation.  We would 

like to thank everyone that gave of 

their time, talents, and money for 

all the mission projects and 

fundraisers for this year! 

 

 



Bethel Presbyterian Church - 2010 Baja Build Team 

 

What a wonderful year we had this year, the Lord has blessed us so much this year with the 

build and the relationships we have made, our Lord is truly an awesome God.  This year our 

team was made up of 18 wonderful people.  Our team consisted of fifteen people from our 

congregation and three people from other congregations, which made a wonderful addition 

to our team.  Our team had the pleasure of building for a glorious family of seven, Mr. and 

Mrs. Ortiz, their 4 children and their niece.  Our build went as planned, however for the 

first time in our tenure as a build team Bethel had the privilege of building side by side with 

another team from the presbytery.  This was an amazing experience, what a tremendous 

blessing it was to have our Virginia friends and our newfound friends in Mexico together to 

experience Gods work.  As we left the build site every day we felt like we were working for 

both families, it was awesome to work side by side with that group of folks.  Our team 

worked very hard to provide a new home and the necessary amenities to the Ortiz family.  

We had a wonderful experience getting to know them and their children; during that time of 

fellowship we were able to provide them with so much.  We passed on the Lords blessing of 

a new home, new beds, new furniture such as a table and chairs so the family could sit and 

eat together.  We were able to provide them with a new water bubbler, electric service in 

the residence, kitchen cabinets and cupboards full of groceries and supplies for the coming 

months.  We also were able to assist with the children’s education for the coming year, and 

help the family out with some financial assistance.  Perhaps the greatest accomplishment 

for our team this year was the ministry to the neighborhood children and to our families.  

The credit goes to the Lord, but there were some very special people who made this happen; 

great job, gang.  There is only one thing I can say to attempt to capture this year in Baja.  

“Awesome!!!!!!” What a blessing it was to work with such a dedicated and inspirational group 

of people, praise be to God for this experience and the opportunity. 

In Christ, 

Derek Almarode 

Team Leader 

 

Civil War Love Letter Quilt Tickets! Tickets for the 2010 Civil War Love Letter Quilt 

Raffle are ready to be sold!!!!  The drawing will be held on Sunday, November 7th, 2010, 

at Bethel Presbyterian Church.  You do not have to be present to win.  Money will be 

collected at the time the tickets are sold.  The cost is a dollar for one ticket or five dollars 

for six tickets.  All checks are to be made payable to Bethel Presbyterian Church.  If you 

are selling tickets please make sure the person purchasing the ticket(s) puts his name and 

telephone number on the ticket stub.  Please turn in all money and ticket stubs as you sell 

them.  Cindy Almarode will be in charge of the tickets.  All money and ticket stubs 

must be returned by 12 pm on Sunday, October 31, 2010.  Please contact Peggy Smith 

(540-886-4653) if you have any questions!  

 

The Bethel Emergency Relief Fund (BERF) is low in funds. BERF helps members of 

our community in crisis situations.  Monetary donations are appreciated.  Thanks for your 

generosity! 

 



Youth News! 

 

All ages of children and youth are invited to an afternoon of fun and fellowship at 

Massanutten Water Park on Sunday, September 19th from 2:45 pm until 7 pm.  

(Please meet at Bethel at 2 pm if you would like to carpool.)  If you would like to 

attend, please contact Susan Smith (540-580-3315) before September 16th.  You 

are welcome to contact Susan Smith or Peggy Smith (540-886-4653) if you have 

any questions.  Please note that all preschool through kindergarten-aged children 

will need to have a parent accompany them.  All youth and adults are welcome to 

join us for this fun activity! 

 

 

Presbyterian Women September Emphasis: Christian Education, Links of Love  

September 5   - PWCT Meeting  

September 11 - Shenandoah Presbytery Fall Gathering at Massanetta Springs 

September 14 - Afternoon Circle, 2:30 pm at the church   

September 14 - Evening Circle, 7:00 pm at the church 

 

Presbyterian Women - Special Emphasis: Links of Love 

In September, the Presbyterian Women of Bethel urge you to support the Links of 

Love program.  The Links of Love is a partnership between Sunnyside 

Communities and the Women of the Presbyterian Church.   Links of Love 

offering will be collected during the September Circle Meetings. 

 

Bethel Presbyterian Women - Coordinating Team Members 2010 - 2011 

Moderator:  Irene Elliott   

Co-Moderator:  Joyce Miller 

Secretary:  Joan McLaughlin  

Historian:  Jane Law 

Treasurer:  Sarah Frances Ralston   

Moderator of the Search Committee:  Judy Olson 

Circle Leaders:       

Afternoon Circle:  Libby Smith       

Evening Circle:  Stephanie Rivers 

 

September Flower Schedule 

September 5  Jessie Earhart/  

            Memorial 

September 12 Keedie Leonard 

September 19  Margaret Wade 

September 26  Cynthia 

Williams 

 

 

 

 



September Offering Schedule 

Kenneth Miller 

Susan McCutchen-Smith 

Mac Williams 

Sally Williams 

 

September Nursery Schedule 

September 5 - Susan McCutchen- 

  Smith; Sydney  

  Smith   

September 12 - Louise Hoy; Joyce Davis 

September 19 - Tobe and Pam Hewitt 

September 26 - Keedie Leonard; Cole/Isabelle Leonard 

 

Congratulations to the Schooley family on the birth of Edward Graham Schooley on 

August 10, 2010.  Edward weighed 8 lbs, 5 oz and is the son of Chris and Therese 

Schooley.  He is the grandson of Betty and Dave Schooley and Fred and Gail Nowak and 

the great-grandson of Carol Schooley.  Congratulations on this new addition to your 

family! 

 

Congratulations to the LaPorte family on the birth Austin West Bunch on August 8, 

2010.  Austin is the son of Andy and Kacey Bunch, the grandson of K.C. and Cheri 

LaPorte and the great-grandson of Kenneth and Evelyn LaPorte.  Congratulations on this 

new addition to your family! 

 

Deacons’ Notes – September 

Bethel is close to its 2010 budget in most categories and in line with its usual 

position for this time of year. 

 

The grocery rebate program, managed by the Women of the Church, is gaining 

momentum as more of us use rebate cards for Krogers purchases. Members and 

friends can acquire cards. Kroger will contribute 5% of sales from the cards to 

Bethel. If you would like to get a card, please contact Joyce Miller. You can add 

funds to your card at the customer service counter using cash or other credit cards. 

 

Logging is scheduled for completion in August. The sale includes pulpwood and 

firewood as well as timber. When logging is complete, the Deacons will 

determine the disposition of any remaining firewood. 

 

Some maintenance and painting activities were completed recently at the Manse. 

 

Our retired tables were distributed to members who requested them. 

 



Deacons’ Prayer List September 2010 

Glenn Austin, Edith Beahm, Kelsey Bosserman, Covie Brandt, Marjorie Brooks, 

Lorine Caldwell, Jim Crosby, Aggie Dodson, Jessie Earhart, Nellie Hamilton, 

Wayne Hord, Flora Law, Lucy Miller, Judy Olson, Roy Pilson, Les Prickett, Allen 

Quick, Tom Small, Richard Smith, Charlotte Swortzel, David Turner. 

 

Shenandoah Presbytery - If you would like information about events within the 

Shenandoah Presbytery, log on to the Presbytery’s website at:  http://www.shenpres.org .  

To keep up with current news and projects within the denomination log on to the PCUSA 

website at http://www.pcusa.org . 

 

Do You Shop at Kroger Stores? Kroger Gift Services offers a 5% cash rebate to Bethel 

for purchases made with a special Kroger gift card. Cards may be used for purchases at 

any Kroger or Kroger Affiliate, including Kroger gas stations. The card is worth its face 

value for your purchases; your receipt keeps track of the amount of money remaining on 

your card. The card may be reloaded at the Kroger Customer Service desk.  You can add 

money to the card with cash, a debit card, or a credit card. Each time, you are supporting 

Bethel. If you or your friends shop at Kroger and you’re interested in participating, please 

contact Bethel volunteer Joyce Miller. 

 

Meet Me at the Depot!  The Depot Grille will host the Augusta Regional Free Clinic for 

a tip night fundraiser once again on September 20th, 2010, from 5 pm until closing.  

Please come and bring your friends to this annual event!  All tips from the evening will 

go to the operating expenses of the Free Clinic so that people in our community who are 

unable to pay for health services can continue to be served by the Clinic.  All 

tips/donations to the Clinic are tax deductible within the limits of the law.  Come on out 

and support this valuable community service while enjoying an excellent meal at the 

Depot! 

 

Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church Annual Harvest Sale and Supper. The Mt. Tabor 

Lutheran Church will be having its annual Harvest Sale and Supper on Saturday, 

September 11th, 2010, beginning at 4 pm.  The Family Style Menu includes:  Country 

Ham, Turkey, Dressing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Lima Beans, Tomatoes, Pickles, 

Homemade Rolls, Apple Pie and Cherry Pie and Coffee and Tea. The price is  $12.00 for 

adults and $4.00 for children under 10.  Mt. Tabor Lutheran Church is located off Rt. 252 

(Middlebrook Road), South of Staunton on Route 694 (Mt. Tabor Road).  Signs will be 

posted.  The church telephone number 

is 540-885-4738. 

 

Thanks for Shoe Donations - Thank 

you, thank you, thank you! We asked 

you for shoes and you gave us lots of 

shoes.  We delivered 428 pairs of shoes 

to be shipped to Kenya.  Your 

generosity made it possible and we 

appreciate it.  


