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Regrettably, the Pastorôs Desk will be vacant until an interim pastor can be nominated by the Bethel elders.  

Joel is voluntarily separating his pastoral call with the Bethel family as a result of the tragic situation that 

took both him and our congregation by surprise. 

 

Joelôs ministry at Bethel was not without its challenges, but certainly inspiring in spite of all. He came to us 

as a relatively inexperienced pastor and worked through serious congregational divisions and challenges.  

Through his dedication and his call to serve Jesus Christ he was able to overcome all of those issues and to 

his credit was an inspirational pastor, friend and leader. Joel and Bethel matured and grew together and 

emerged stronger because we faced those issues and stresses together. 

 

Joel has blessed us all through his personal example of unwavering faith with Jesus Christ. His message of 

love, faith, and fellowship in the Holy Spirit will never be forgotten. He is a loved and respected pastor and 

a friend who served us well.  Bethel will move ahead in its mission as it has since 1746.  We trust that Joel 

will move ahead as well and continue his success as a pastor in the church of Jesus Christ. Please keep Joel 

and his family in your prayers. 

 

 The Bethel Session 



Communion will be held on January 8th, 2012. Congregational MeetingðOn Sunday, Janu-

ary 8th, the Session has called for a congrega-

tional meeting to be held immediately follow-

ing  the morning worship service for the pur-

pose of presenting the approved 2012 budget 

and other matters. 

New Officers 

On January 8th, Bethel will ordain and install our newly 

elected officers in a special Sunday morning worship 

service.  Come and be a part of this important and mov-

ing moment in the life of the church.  

If you are an officer and will be unable to be at the ser-

vice please let the Church Office  know as soon as possi-

2011 Annual Reports are due January 31.  If 

you were chair of a committee in 2011, please 

have your report and statement to the Church 

Office by the above date.  Thank you! 

Winter WeatherðIn the event of bad weather on Sunday mornings, please tune into WHSV - TV3 

(Harrisonburg) or log onto their website (www.whsv.com) for information on whether church has been 

cancelled.  Thank you! 

MailboxesðIf you have a mailbox in Memorial Hall, please clean it out by January 8th.  Please discard 

materials out of your mailbox that you do not need.  Remember to check your mailbox periodically for 

updates, church information, and mail.  Thanks! 



Church Office Closures  

Friday December 30th and Monday January 2nd for New Yearôs   

Monday, January 16th for the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.   

Tuesday, January 17th, while the Church Secretary is on vacation. 

The Bethel Staff wish you a safe and happy New Year! 

MISSION FUNDRAISER!   

                     HOMEMADE PIZZA-PIZZA-PIZZA!   

The Folsom family (with help from the youth and congregation) is hosting an 

evening of homemade pizza and fun on January 8th from 3:30 pm until 7:30 pm.  

A free will offering will be collected.   

A Silent Auction will also be held that evening.  Donations of any homemade, 

new or slightly used items will be accepted.  Clean out that closet or bring unwant-

ed Christmas presents to benefit the mission fund.  Please give donations to the 

Folsoms or leave them on the stage in the Fellowship Hall with a note specifying it 

is for the Silent Auction.  Donations accepted until the day of the auction 

New officers for the Class of 2014 were elected at the Congre-

gational Meeting on November 6th after the worship service.  

The following people were nominated and elected to the Class of 

2014: 

Elders     Trustees 

Joan McLaughlin   Kenny Olson 

Kenneth Miller   Sarah Frances Ralston 

David Schooley 

Jill Webb 
 

Deacons 

Tammy Barbour  Barbara Gough  

Charlie Johnson  Pat Quick   

Tim Turner   Joe F. Williams (Class of 2012)  


