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From the Pastorôs Desk ..é. 
 

A manôs heart plans his way, but the Lord determines his steps. Proverbs 16:9 

   
Life comes at us from many different angles. Sometimes life finds its way in when we believe we have all 

things under control and on track.  When we find events in our lives are beyond our control, we have to 

make a choice.  We can learn the art of acceptance, or we can make ourselves miserable as we struggle to 

change the unchangeable. We must entrust things we cannot change to God.  Then we can prayerfully and 

faithfully tackle the important work that He has placed before us.  Let us begin sooner rather than later to 

work at the things we can change. 

  

Simply put, if you have encountered unfortunate circumstances beyond your power to control, accept 

those circumstances and trust in God.  When you do this you can be comfortable that our God is both 

loving and wise, and that He understands His plans perfectly, even when you do not.  Acceptance means 

learning to place more trust in God. Today, I want you to think of at least one aspect of your life that you 

have been reluctant to accept and then prayerfully ask God for help.  Situations by our definition can 

appear hopeless, but are they really?  

  

 When you believe a circumstance is hopeless and you slam the door in Godôs face, that action and belief 

will change the outcome.  Accepting that God needs to be in charge and handle this for you will change 

the outcome in a different way.  Although the result may not be what you want at that time, the ability to 

accept Godôs will is the important thing.  We need to love God as he loves us, and accept his will. 

  

 Always remember: ñWe are never stronger than the moment we admit we are weakò 

  

 Remember, when you reach the point that you can give it to God and ask for His help, you are stronger at 

that very moment than you have ever been.  Trust in our God with all your heart and you will find peace, 

joy, fulfillment and contentment.  Always remember to praise God and give Him the glory, regardless of 

the situation, and God will lead you to your next step.  

  

In Christôs Service, The Elders of Bethel 

     February 2012 
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The Elders Table 
 

In the absence of a pastor and during the time while we are in transition from one pastoral call 

to another, the Elders of Bethel realize that there are spiritual needs that currently need attention, 

and there will be spiritual needs arise in the future.  As Elders of Bethel we encourage you to 

make contact with us in regards to these needs.  We are willing and ready to assist each of you 

with issues and concerns that may arise.  As your Elders are working diligently in this 

transitional phase, we will make every effort to make time for you as your needs arise. This 

transition can be lengthy; however, together in Christ we can overcome and accomplish 

anything.  Please reach out to us through this period as we too will reach out to each of you.  

May God continue to bless each of you, this church, its message and the work of its people. 

    - The Bethel Session 

  

 

Communion Scheduleð2012 

  

February 26   First Sunday in Lent 

April 1  Palm Sunday 

May 27  Pentecost Sunday 

August 26   Quarterly 

October 7   World Communion Sunday 

December 2   First Sunday in Advent  

January 6, 2013  New Year/Ordination/Quarterly 
  

Boy Scout Sunday will be held Sunday, February 5.  During the worship service, the Boy 

Scouts will be recognized for their contribution to the community and to Bethel.  All are invited 

to this special service!  
  
Super Bowl Sunday - Souper Bowl of Caring- More than 20 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring 

began with a simple prayer from a single youth group.  ñLord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 

help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl of soup to eat.ò  Since that day, more than $81 million 

dollars has been raised for local charities across the country through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It has 

become a powerful movement that is transforming the time around Super Bowl weekend into the nationôs 

largest celebration of giving and serving.  Be part of this movement that is sharing Godôs love with those 

in need.  Please give generously on Super Bowl Sunday!  The donations collected by our youth will go to 

Kingsway.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 
  

The Christian Education Committee will meet Tuesday, February 7 at 6:30 pm.   
  

Assistant Preschool Teacher Needed, part-time, Bethel Church Preschool, March through May, 

2012.  Hours are Monday - Thursday, 8:50 a.m.--12:20 p.m.  Call 886-6041 for more 

information and an application. 

  



Receiving Treasurer Report 

  

2011:  The total amount received for 2011 to the general fund for the budget was $186,460.  

This was adequate to cover 2011 budget expenditures.  The planned budget was $186,601.  

Thanks to all for your continuing support. 

 

2012:  34 pledges for a total of $92,760 have been received.  Thanks to those who pledged. 

If you have not already pledged, please prayerfully consider pledging now for 2012 - it is 

not too late. Cards are available at the church.  Completed cards can be mailed to the 

church (Attn: Receiving Treasurer), placed in the Receiving Treasurer mailbox in 

Memorial Hall or placed in the offering plate any Sunday. 
  

Witness Committee News 
  

The Witness Committee will meet on Sunday, February 12, immediately following the worship 

service.  Anyone interested in being more involved in our local and international mission work, 

please attend. 
  

  

PRIME RIB MEAL & DESSERT AUCTION 
 

SUNDAY,FEBRUARY 26TH, 2012 
6:00 PM ï DINNER 

 
7:30 PM - DESSERT AUCTION  

  
Wayne and Kathy Swisher Will Be Providing the Meal 

MENU:  Prime Rib, Baked Potatoes, Green Beans 
  

A free will offering will be taken for the meal.  All proceeds will go to the 2012 Bethel 
Mission Fund. 

  
WANTED:  THE MOST DELICIOUS AND  

EYE CATCHING DESSERTS! 
 

Our Dessert Auction has become quite a well-known event.  We know Bethel chefs and their desserts are 

the best so we are asking all the chefs to please donate their best dessert yet!  If you would like to provide 

a dessert please contact Kathy Swisher (885-7397) or Derek Almarode (337-9010).  Bring a friend and 

join us for an evening of fun and good food! 

 

 



 

PCUSA Mission. Please pray for our PCUSA Mission Co-workers: Rev. Michael Weller and 

Rachel Weller and the people of Ethiopia. 

  

Rachel supports the work of health clinics and facilitates Community Health Evangelism 

(CHE) projects and trainings in the Gambella region of Ethiopia.  CHE programs seek to 

transform individuals and communities by integrating community based development, 

evangelism and discipleship.  Michael serves as the PC(USA)ôs regional liaison for the 

Horn of Africa working with partners in Sudan and Ethiopia.  Together, Michael and 

Rachel share the privilege of serving Christ in partnership ministries that empower 

marginalized people and give witness to the love of Jesus Christ. 

  

Birthdays:  Michael - October 27
th
 

Rachel - July 21st  

Anniversary: August 18th 

Website: www.pcusa.org/michael-and-rachel-weller  

Address: Box 1111; Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Give: visit www.pcusa.org/give    

  

ñAnd what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love  

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?ò - Micah 6:8 

  

Learn more about supporting Presbyterian mission workers, (800) 728-7228, ext. 5611 

For general information about Presbyterian World Mission, visit:  

 www.pcusa.org/worldmission  

Presbyterian World Mission; 100 Witherspoon; Louisville, KY 40202 

http://www.pcusa.org/give
http://www.pcusa.org/worldmission


Kingsway - Rhonda Johnson is picking up Kingsway donations.  Donations can be left in 

Memorial Hall under the mailboxes.  Thank you for your generosity!   

 

Presbyterian Women :      February 

Emphasis: Witness Season, Lent 

  

* Afternoon Circle will meet at the church on February 14th at 2:30 pm.  

* Evening Circle will meet at the church on February 14th at 7:00 pm.  

* PWCT Meeting - February 5th  
  

In November the congregation generously responded to the Presbyterian Women's 

request for gift cards for the Presbyterian Children's Home of the Highlands.  Bethel PW 

sent gift cards totaling $480 to PCHH in early December and received the following 

response: 

  

Dear Friends:  

 

Thank you for sharing the spirit of the Christmas season with us through your donation of Wal-Mart and 

McDonald's gift cards sent to the Presbyterian Children's Home of the Highlands.  We deeply appreciate 

your support during this special time of year. 

 

For most of us, the holiday season is a time to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.  It is a time of 

wonderful memories and celebrations with our family.  Unfortunately, many of the children we care for 

have a very different perception of the holidays.  Times like these are a harsh reminder of the lack of a 

stable environment that most of us take for granted.  While we can never replace their family, we can 

provide our children with a stable and loving home overseen by God's love.  We will expose them to the 

true meaning of Christmas and show them that there are people who really care about them.  You have 

shown through your generosity that you are one of these people.  Your support allows us to make our 

mission, "giving children hope and purpose for the future" a reality.   

 

Thanks for your love and support.  We will make good use of the gift cards.  I hope each of you enjoy a 

Merry Christmas and a wonderful 2012.  God bless you. 

With hope, 

Billy Rice  

Executive Director 
  

  



 
 

 

SESSION NEWS 

  
  

 

 

The Session met Sunday, January 8th, 2012, for a stated meeting.  The Reverend Olivia Haney 

moderated the meeting and will continue to serve as moderator during our transition period. 

  

Chris Schooley, Diaconate Chairman, reported on their activities. 

  

Julie Turner was received as a new member by letter of transfer from Mt. Horeb Presbyterian 

Church.  Julie is married to Tim Turner. 

  

The Communion Schedule was approved for the year 2012. 

  

The Reverend Philip Elliott, son of Irene Elliott, will deliver the sermon for Bethel on Sunday, 

January 29th.   

  

In our need for an Interim Minister, the Personnel Committee will be handling this. 
 

 

 



New Session Committee Chairs for 2012 

 

Christian Education -  Ken Miller; Billy Wade 

Denominational Issues -  Jill Webb 

Growth and Strengthening -Louise Hoy; Jane Law 

Nominating -  James Williams; Billy Wade 

Personnel -  Don Hall; Ken Miller 

Scholarship/Loan -  John Wooddell 

Stewardship -  Derek Almarode; James Williams 

Witness -  Kathy Swisher 

Worship -  Joan McLaughlin; Jill Webb 

Youth -  Derek Almarode 
  

 

Bethel Presbyterian Church welcomes Julie Turner as a new 

member of the congregation!  Julie comes to Bethel by letter of 

transfer from Mt. Horeb Presbyterian Church in Grottoes, VA.  She is 

married to Tim Turner and her beautiful voice in our Choir is a joy!  

 

Mac and Emily Williams  would 

like to thank the Bethel family for 

their cards and prayers following  

the birth of their son, Samuel. 

  

Thank you to the Bethel family for 

your prayers, cards and visits during 

my surgery and recovery.   

        - Kenny Olson 

 

Belated thanks to Donna Bush for 

directing the Joy Gift program in 

December.  Donna is so wonderful at 

working with children of all ages.  She 

also shared her talents by altering most  

of the costumes.  Thank you Donna for  

a very joyful time together! 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for the recent acts of kindness during Waller's unexpected passing.  We 

certainly appreciate all the love and support everyone has shown to our family.  It has been a 

very difficult time for us and your support has been a great help to us.  Thank you for everything 

that everyone has done. 

   - The family of J. Waller Callison, Jr.                     

  




